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NOTE

I began working on Timber in 2009 at the invitation of the Dutch-based dance group, Club Guy & Roni,
and the percussion ensembles Slagwerk Den Haag and Mantra Percussion. I had written many orchestral
works over the decade, beginning with Decasia in 2001 up to Dystopia in 2007, and I wanted to clear my
mind of pitches and orchestration.

For that reason, 1 decided early on that 7imber would be for non-tuned percussion and that each
percussionist would play one instrument only. I thought of composing this music as being like raking a
trip out into the desert. I was counting on the stark palette and the challenge of survival to clear my brain
and bring on visions.

[ imagined that the six instruments would go from high to low, and that, through a shifting of dynamics
from one instrument to the next, the group could make seamless and unified descending or ascending
patterns. After working on rhythmic sketches with Mantra Percussion in early 2009, I went to
Amsterdam in June to workshop my ideas with Slagwerk Den Haag. I had the plan but I was searching
for the right instruments.

After some experimentation, Slagwerk's Fedor Teunisse brought out a set of wooden simantras. These
slabs of wood, which looked like standard building materials from a lumberyard to me, had a gorgeous
sound. It was distinct enough so thar the clarity of the percussive hits could be heard, and was also
extremely resonant, producing a complex field of overtones. With inspiration from this discovery,
returned to New York to finished the music for Club Guy & Roni's extravaganza 'Pinball and Grace,’
which premiered in October of 2009,

— Michael Gordon
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ABOUT

WEDNESDAYS@7

The Wednesdays@7 concert series continues the mission of

experimentation and innovation set forth in 1967 by music department founders

Will Ogdon, Robert Erickson and Thomas Nee.

UC SAN DIEGO
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CONTACT US FOR INFORMATION ABOUT UPCOMING CONCERTS

Music box office (858) 534-3448 ¢ herp://music.ucsd.edu/concerts

Audience Members are reminded to please silence all phones and noise generating devices before the
As a matter of courtesy and copyright law. no unauthorized recording or photographing is allowed during
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